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Dear Confreres, the Editorial Team of 
WAVES, happily greets all of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ and our Founder 
Blessed Basil Moreau. At the outset, we 
wish our Provincial Superior Rev. Simon 
Fernandes C.S.C., and all his Councillors 

best wishes in all their endeavours, aimed at providing 
effective-leadership to the Province. As provincial,            
Fr. Simon has asked the existing Editorial Team of 
WAVES to continue the work of bringing out the 
Province Newsletter. Here we are then with this Aug.'18 
Issue of WAVES, to update you with the happenings in 
our Province. Editorial Team gratefully acknowledges 
the contribution of those who sent us the News Item/s. 
We glorify God for the various activities taking places in 
our different Mission Centres. They are the means of 
encouragement and source of support.  Your sharing 
strengthens our connectivity with each other. 

It was April 2009. I was returning from Delhi by flight 
with a monk of the Ramakrishna Mission sitting next to 
me, and a journalist from the US sitting on the third seat. 
The journalist started interviewing the monk as planned 
earlier. Journalist: Sir, in your last lecture, you told us 
about Jogajog {contact} & Sanjog {connection}. It's 
really confusing. Can you explain?

The Monk smiled and apparently deviating from the 
question, asked the journalist: Are you from New York? 
Journalist: Yeah. Monk: Who are there at home? The 
Journalist felt that the Monk was trying to avoid 
answering his question since this was a very personal and 
unwarranted question. Yet the Journalist said: Mother is 
no more. Father is there. My 3 brothers and 1 sister are 
married. The Monk, with a smile on his face, asked 
again: Do you talk to your father? The journalist looked 
visibly annoyed. The Monk continued: When did you talk 
to him last? The journalist, hiding his annoyance said:  
May be a month ago. The Monk: Do your brothers and 
sisters meet often? When did you meet last as a family 
gathering?

At this point, I saw sweat on the forehead of the 
journalist. I wondered who was conducting the                
interview, the Monk or the Journalist. With a sigh, the 
Journalist said: We met last at Christmas two years ago. 
The Monk: How many days did you all stay together? 

Editorial:

Dear Confreres,

I am glad to pen down these few lines in an 
effort to wish the WAVES and its Readers. 
As the WAVES reaches you, I thank the 

Almighty God for his blessings upon us these days 
{after the Chapter}. Amidst trying-circumstances, 
racing against time, I see you all, in the pages of the 
WAVES active and alive. I appreciate all of you for the 
very many activities being creatively conducted in your 
mission centres. The joy shared, doubled. I whole 
heartedly welcome each of you to share with the 
Province Membership your works, struggles and 
achievements through this platform of Province 
Newsletter.

With the theme: Together towards Holiness, we had a 
successful Provincial Chapter from 19 to 24 May '18, 
which gave us an orientation to go ahead in our 
deliberations. Let us explore ways and means to achieve 
our goal, without compromising our efforts to move 
together towards Holiness. 

The way we live religious life, should not only make us 
better Holy Cross, but also inspire many more young 
minds to follow Christ genuinely. In this modern world, 
we are caught in the web of: to have more & to acquire 
more, neglecting our need to be and to live. To make the 
theme of our Provincial Chapter a reality, we need to focus 
and concentrate more on what we are both individually & 
collectively, and how we live our life daily.

Once again, I offer each of you a heap of thanks for having 
entrusted me with the Ministry of Leadership. I endorse 
what St. Paul said years ago: I can do all this through Him 
who gives me strength. {Philippians 4:13}. Kudos to all. 

Rev. Simon Fernandes csc
Provincial Superior

Provincial Speaks Contact and Connection

Continued on Page 2
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Journalist: Three days. Monk: How much time did you 
spend with your Father, sitting right beside him?

I saw the journalist looking perplexed and embarrassed 
and scribbling something on a paper. The Monk: Did you 
have breakfast or lunch or dinner together? Did you ask 
how he was? Did you ask how his days are passing after 
your mother's death? I saw drops of tears coming out 
from the eyes of the journalist.

Holding the hands of the journalist, the Monk said: Don't 
be embarrassed, upset or sad. But this is basically the 
answer to your question about contact & connection.  
You have contact with your father but you don't have 
connection with him. Connection is between heart and 
heart ... sitting together, sharing meals and caring for each 
other; touching, shaking hands, looking at each other, 
spending time together. Your brothers and sisters have 
contact, but have no connection with each other. 

Whether home or community, everyone has lots of 
contacts, but there is no connection, and very little 
communication. We may have numerous contacts saved 
in our mobile phones or in  our directories updated with 
all the needed contact-information of our confreres, 
friends and families. Yet, how good is our connection 
with one another. Is my communication with other is just 
to fulfil my selfish needs and wants or is it a genuine act of 
brotherly love?

Let us not maintain just contacts but remain connected, 
caring for and sharing with each other.

Rev. J. Sahaya Lourdu Raj csc
Chief Editor

MUSINGS FROM GOOD SHEPHERD MISSION, JONGKSHA

Holy Cross Inter-School Sports and Cultural 
Meet 2018: The first Holy Cross inter-school Sports 
and Cultural Meet was held on March 23, 2018 at Good 
Shepherd HS School, Jongksha. The meet was 
participated by five schools, run by the Fathers of Holy 
Cross in the State of Meghalaya. The 1-day event 
started with the Holy Eucharist, presided over by         
Fr. Mariaraj csc {Formation coordinator of our 
Province}. Through a welcome song by the Class XII 
students of Good Shepherd HS School, the Guests, 
well-wishers, guardians and the participating-schools 
were warmly welcomed to the Meet. The meet was 
declared open by Mr. Harsh Jhunjhunwala, the Editor 
of Eastern Panorama. In his speech, Mr Harsh 
motivated the  150 participants present at the ground, 
saying: You can be the best, because you get such 
marvelous opportunities. As part of this meet, football 
match, cultural dance and group singing competitions 
were organized to develop the talents that are hidden in 

every student. The event is being conducted with a 
belief that the core aim of education is to foster all round 
development of a child. 

During the day, Sports items were held for both boys 
and girls. In the evening cultural competitions were 
conducted. The Chief Guest, Mr. Olet Kharahanoh 
{Headman: Jongksha} encouraged the students to 
make use of all opportunities to develop their talents. 
Fr. Joe Paul csc {Secretary: Holy Cross Educational 
Foundation} exhorted the students to Responsibly 
Respond in all situations. Prizes were distributed to the 
winners. 

Parents' Day Celebration: Good Shepherd Hr. Sec. 
School, Jongksha organized the Parents' Day 
Celebration on 29  May '18 with a colourful cultural 

th

extravaganza.  The theme for the celebration was Love 
the Nature - Liberate the Future.  Students, through 
various cultural programs highlighted the importance 
of protecting the nature for the future-generation.           
Fr. George Jacob CSC {Principal of the school}, in his 
welcome address highlighted the initiatives taken by 
the school in protecting the nature.  The Chief Guest of 
the day, Shri. Banteidor Lyngdoh {Hon'ble Minister: 
Sports and Youth Affairs, Govt. of Meghalaya} 
appreciated the school for the all round development of 
the students and assured all his support in its endeavour.  
Fr. Simon Fernandes CSC {Provincial Superior: Holy 
Cross Fathers} and Shri. Labiangbha T. Tariang {MCS 
and BDO: Mawkynrew Block} were the guests of 
honour.  All the parents were excited to see their 
children performing various programs.  During the 
program, IGNITE, the annual magazine of the school, 
was released by the Chief Guest.  The school was 
honoured by the State Government by awarding the 3  rd

Prize in the State level for having taken new and 
innovative initiatives in addressing environmental 
issues of the State.  

Parish Day Celebration: Good Shepherd Parish - 
Jongksha celebrated its Patron Feast on 6  May '18.  th

More than 1,500 parishioners gathered from different 
sub-centres to be part of the celebration.  Fr. Billingshar 
Syiemlieh, CSC was the main celebrant at the Solemn 
Eucharistic celebration. During the Eucharist, around 
300 children received their First Holy Communion.      
A festive-lunch was served to all.  In the afternoon, a 
Eucharistic Adoration was conducted and all the 
faithful devoutly participated in it; then followed a 
colourful cultural program, performed by different 
villages to the enjoyment of everyone present. Village-
Leaders, Sisters and Catechists were honoured for their 
generous and committed services.  It was a day which 
united every village in the parish.

- Chronicler, Jongksha
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P a r i s h  F e a s t :  
Par i sh  Feas t  was 

st
celebrated on 1  July 
'18. The parishioners 
w e r e  s p i r i t u a l l y 
prepared for the Feast 
t h r o u g h  a  9 - d a y 
Novena to St. Paul in their own villages. The wonderful 
weather we had on the Feast Day {without rain} made 
us feel the presence of the Lord. The Feast day program 
began with the hoisting of the Parish-flag by Rt. Rev. 
Lumen Monteiro csc {Bishop: Diocese of Agartala}, 
who also presided over the Festive Eucharist, which 
was concelebrated by many priests from nearby 
parishes. The faithful devotionally participated in the 
Eucharistic Procession, which was led by Rev. Davis K 
csc with an inspiring homily. Rev. Aneesh M csc 
warmly welcomed the Shepherd and the flock during 
the formal cultural program, which was colourful and 
enchanting. Bp. Lumen, in his message, appreciated the 
unity among the parishioners; and officially 
inaugurated the year-long celebration of the Golden-
Jubilee Year, which will culminate on the Parish Feast 
in 2019. The Celebration of the Parish Feast ended with 
a fellowship meal.

Four-in-One Celebration: Our Mission Centre 
rd

witnessed a multiple celebration on 3  June '18. The 
Parish Community celebrated the Golden Jubilee of the 
Religious Profession of Sr. Pushpa MC. She was 
honoured and felicitated on Her-Day, as she shared her 
religious experiences with the people: how she had a 
close relationship with St. Teresa of Calcutta, and how 
it helped her to live a fervent Religious Life during her 
50-yrs in the Congregation. 

Sr. Ventura FS celebrated her 
birthday with Parishioners. 
She was the Superior General 
for the Fatima Sisters for 
many years. The Parish community wished her many 
more years of Fruitful Ministry in the parish.  Sr. 
Himani FS & Sr. Rahel FS were given fitting Farewell 
for their committed service to the Mission.   Sr. Himani 
was the Headmistress in the School. Sr. Rahel actively 
involved in the parish programs. Gratefully 
acknowledging their ministerial service to the Parish 
Community, the parishioners offered their wishes and 
prayers for their new Ministerial assignments. The 
Parish Community also warmly welcomed Sr. Savita 
FS & Sr. Nijera FS on their arrival here with a new 
assignment. The community assured them of its prayers 
for their fruitful ministry in the parish. 

PASTORAL VIBES FROM MOHARPARA MISSION

- Rev. Arul Jeganathan csc

Zonal Youth Program:  Youth Seminars for 
Rangamura & Ampi Zones were conducted in 
Debthang & Gamagu sub-centres on 15 & 29 April '18, 
respectively. The office-
bearers  of  DEXCO 
{Diocesan Executive 
Committee Office} for 
Youth Commission of 
Agartala Diocese and 
the DYD were invited to animate the seminar. The 
seminar started with the Holy Eucharist, presided over 
by Rev. Lawrence Darlong and concelebrated by Rev. 
Arbok csc {PYA}. A good number of youth from the 
zone took part in it with zeal & enthusiasm. Sharing of 
life experiences by the DEXCO members, inspired and 
energized our youth, in strengthening their faith and 
prayer life. The seminar came to a closure with a 
common meal. 

Shepherd's Pastoral Visits: 
Bp. Lumen made his pastoral 
visit to Moharpara Mission on 
the occasion of Corpus Christi 
Sunday {3 June '18}. Holy Eucharist was celebrated at 
Holy Cross School in Twichakma, for the people of 
Twidu and Ampi zones. The Holy Eucharist was 
solemnized by his Lordship Lumen and concelebrated 
by Fr. Agi Paul csc and Fr. Arbok csc. A sizeable 
number of faithful from the locality joyfully took part 
in the Eucharist. A short cultural program was 
organized by the flock to felicitate the Shepherd and a 
common meal marked the end of the day.

Goodbye & Welcome: Holy Cross Notre Dame 
School at Moharpara organized a twin-event of 
Farewell cum Welcome, on 28 July '18. The outgoing 
headmistress, Sr. Cecelia D'Souza ssps, was given a 
befitting farewell by the school community and 
administration. Expressing sentiments of gratitude, the 
school administration fittingly acknowledged Sr. 
Cecelia's hard-work and contribution to the growth of 
the students and the institution. Simultaneously, the 
new headmistress Sr. Jivan Lata Xess ssps was 
accorded with a warm welcome by the School 
community, wishing her very best in her new 
assignment. An enriching cultural-event, performed 
by the students and the teachers, added a genuine 
beauty to the day.   

TIDINGS FROM ST. PAUL’S PARISH, KUMARGHAT

- Chronicler, Moharpara
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Ÿ III BTh: Only one, namely, Sch. Lawrence 
Wanniang csc

Ÿ II BTh: Three Scholastics, namely: Friny Peter, 
Stephen Langsianmunga & Vicky Gayang. 

Ÿ I BTh: Sch. Sharon Piuse {Newly Professed}.  
Ÿ II BPh: No one
Ÿ I BPh: Sch. Shanborlang Mawrie {Newly 

Professed}.  
Ÿ Regency: Lone Regent this year Sch. Ishongkun 

Kurbah {Newly Professed} is placed in 
Champhai Mission - Mizoram. 

At Various Mission Centres - Northeast India: 
1. Sch. Akhsi Kumar Wary, {Newly Professed} 

is placed in Jongksha, for a yearlong 
Community Experience.

2. Sch. Eldho Augustine {Newly Professed} is 
placed in Mawkynrew for one year Community 
Experience.

3. Sch. Raphael Hasda {II BTh completed 
scholastic} is placed in Nyapin {Arunachal 
Pradesh} for a year of Community Experience.     

Couples Program: thOn 16  June 2018, a day of 
session was organized for the couples at St. Francis 
Xavier Cathedral Church, Agartala, with the help of 
Holy Cross Family Ministry, India. Thanks to              
Fr. Abraham Mundackal VC and Fr. Binoy John CSC 
who preached the theme “A Call to live like the Holy 
Family”. With many examples they enlightened the 
people about the need for building a good catholic 
family. They reflected with them some important values 
that the parents could cultivate in their children like 
praying, obedience, helping, facing the realities of life, 
etc., and also the values and discipline that the parents 
themselves need to cultivate within them like spending 
healthy time with their children,  importance of saying 
“No” to their children when it is needed, etc,. Many of 
our parish couples participated and benefited out of it. 
With a Holy Eucharist and a common meal we 
concluded the couple’s seminar.

HCPVSH-Sumer {Meghalaya}: 
Holy Cross Pine View Study House {HCPVSH} at 
Sumer is blessed with a considerable number of 
students as it accommodates  from 27 candidates
different parts of India. 
Ÿ Among them, 24 are Class-X completed students, 

and the remainder are the +2 completed students.  
Ÿ We have 20 students from Meghalaya, 3 from 

Jharkhand, 2 from Assam and 1 from Tripura and 
1 from Myanmar {Via Champhai}. 

thThe Formative-Year 2018-19 formally began on 30  
June 2018, with an inaugural Eucharist presided over 
by Confr. Mariaraj. Thanks to Confr. Kitbok csc, the 
Vocation Promoter of our Province, for his hard-work 
and good-will efforts. Frs. Kitbok Carolus & John 
Valan accompany the students all through in  
HCPVSH at Sumer.

SAMS-B'nagar {Tripura}:  
St. Andre Minor Seminary {SAMS} at Bodhjungnagar 
is house-full with . They are a combined 60 candidates
group of Plus 2 and college students. 

Ÿ Among the 29 Higher Secondary students, 21 are 
doing Class-XI, and 8 are in their Class-XII. 

Ÿ The remaining {60 minus 29} 31 students are 
collegians; among whom 9 are in the First Year, 8 
are in the Second Year, and 14 are in the Third 
year of their college studies. {Spes: We hope to 
have a sizeable number of novices next year}. 

Frs. Kanikkai, Ishwar and Devadoss are the confreres 
who accompany them day-in and day-out. All the best 
for them.    

Novitiate-Yercaud {Tamilnadu}: 
We have sent 5 Novices from our Province to the 
Novitiate at Yercaud. They are: Desing John 
Nongphud  {Megha laya} ,  F ranc i s  Gayang 
{Meghalaya}, Nirmal Kumar S {Tamilnadu}, Rahul R 
J {Kerala}, and Tarsish Marak {Tripura}. Let us keep 
them in our prayer. 

Holy Cross Seminary-Pune {Maharashtra}: 
Final Years: Our Scholastics Jowelson, Marbilus and 

th
Prasanta have completed their 4  year Theology in 
Pune {including their Comprehensive Exam}. 
Presently, they are in Shillong at MIIT, undergoing the 
Pastoral Course along with their companions from the 
Province of South India and Tamilnadu Vicariate. They 
will complete their Pastoral Course, with a week-long 
Retreat in preparation for their Final Commitment and 
Ordination to Diaconate {to be held at Holy Redeemer 

stRenewal Centre - Umroi, in the 1  week of Sept.'18}.   

HOLY CROSS FORMEES: 2018-19

- Rev. Mariaraj csc, Formation Coordinator

St. Francis Xavier Cathedral Church, Agartala

- Rev. J. Sahaya Lourdu Raj csc
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FROM FORMATION COORDINATOR {NE}

01. First Commitment {Batch: 2017-18}:
th

Monday, 28  May 2018 was the day of First Profession 
for our 10 Novices at our Novitiate in Yercaud. Out of 
10, half of them were for our Province of Northeast 
India; 2 for the Province of South India; and 3 for the 
Vicariate of Tamilnadu. 

The Novices solemnly made their First Commitment 
during the Eucharist, surrounded by 14 priests 
{including 7 CSCs} and 175 faithful {comprising 
parents, relatives & local Religious}. None of the 
Major Superiors was present. The presence of          
Bro. Aurele Tessier csc, who presented the Insignias to 
the Newly Professed, added spiritual strength to the 
celebration. 

Those from our Province are: 
Ÿ Akhsi Kumar Wary {Assam}
Ÿ Eldho Augustine {Kerala}
Ÿ Ishongkun Kurbah {Meghalaya} 
Ÿ Shanborlang Mawrie {Meghalaya} 
Ÿ Sharon Piuse {Kerala}

Fr. Mariaraj csc, delegate of the Provincial Superior 
{Rev. Simon Fernandes csc}, presided over the 
Profession Mass and received their vows. These newly 
professed young religious are placed in different places 
for their post-novitiate formation. 

Ÿ Akhsi - in Jongksha {Community Experience}
Ÿ Eldo - in Mawkynrew {Community Experience}
Ÿ Ishongkun - in Champhai {Regency}
Ÿ Shanborlang - in Pune {I BPh
Ÿ Sharon - in Pune {I Bth}

May they all rejoice in their vocation.

02. Novices {Batch: 2018-19}:
Our Novitiate in Yercaud is blessed with 15 Novices, 
from 8 different Indian States, namely: Odisha, 
Telangana, Karnataka, Tamilnadu, Mizoram, Kerala, 
Meghalaya and Tripura. They are 3 each for the 
Vicariates of India {Brothers} & Tamilnadu {Priests}, 
4 for the Province of South India, and 5 for the Province 
of Northeast India. 

Our Novices are: 
Ÿ Desing John Nongphud {Meghalaya}
Ÿ Francis Gayang {Meghalaya}
Ÿ Nirmal Kumar S {Tamilnadu}
Ÿ Rahul RJ {Kerala} 
Ÿ Tarsish Marak {Tripura}

They got initiated into the Novitiate Formation in May 

- Rev. Mariaraj csc, Formation Coordinator

2018, as and when they arrived at the Novitiate.        
Rev. Joby Sebastian Muthirakalayil csc {SI} is the 
Novice Master, who is assisted by Rev. Emmanuel 
LalropuiaRalte csc {NE}. Let us keep all them in our 
daily prayer.

03. Pastoral Course {for the would-be Deacons 
of Holy Cross}:
As preplanned earlier by the Major Superiors of Holy 
Cross-India, a Pastoral Course is specially organized 
in Shillong exclusively for our Scholastics in India.        
It is being held at the MIIT-Shillong. 

Eleven of our Scholastics {who have completed their 
theology - including Comprehensive Exam}, have 
arrived from Pune to attend the same. Among them, 5 
are for the Province of South India, 3 are for the 
Province  of Northeast India and 3 are for the       
Vicariate  of Tamilnadu. They arrived at Brookdene on 

th
15  June 2018. 

The 3-month long Pastoral Course, which runs from 
th th

15  June to 10  Sept.'18, will touch upon wide range of 
topics, covering pastoral ecclesial psychological  
finance & accounting  educational  legal matters. 
Daily input sessions, visits to and Pastoral Ministry on 
Sundays in our Mission Centers keep them occupied in 
spirit and fact.   

- Continued from Page 8

- Rev. Thomas Thengumpally csc … 1939 - 

1968 - 1969 Shantir Rani Parish, Mariamnagar

1969 - 1980 St. Paul's Church, Kumarghat

1980 - 1981 Calcutta Arch-dioceses 

1982 - 1987 Immaculate Conception Church, 

Moharpara

1987 - 1988 Studies, Manila {the Philippines}

1988 - 1994  Pastoral Centre, Champaknagar 

1994 - 1996   Christ the King Parish, Depacherra

1996 - 2001 Pastoral Centre, Champaknagar 

2001 - 2002  St. Marys' Church, Twikarmaw

2002 - 2005 St. Joseph's Church, Agartala

2005 - 2007  Resident Priest, Twikarmaw

2007 - 2016 Resident Priest, Moharpara

2017 -   Moreau Community House, Agartala

- Confr. Binoy John csc

VARIOUS PLACEMENTS  
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We began the month of May with the Feast of                   
St. Joseph, the Worker. A solemn Eucharistic 
Celebration marked the day. The candidates who 
excelled in their University exams were honoured with 
prizes. It was a month of loss and gain: 47 rubber-trees 
became victims to the heavy rainy cum stormy weather 
in Tripura. We were, at the same time, grateful to God 
for four of our friends who went to the Novitiate from 

ndSAMS. They were warmly given a send-off on 22  
st

May '18. On 31  May, we had a Marian Procession and 
thanksgiving Eucharist at Lefunga with the faithful. 

Months of June & July brought abundant blessings to 
th

us.  On 6  June '18, Fr. John Valanarasu csc brought 21 
new candidates from Sumer to be deposited in SAMS. 
Their presence, indeed, adds life and joy to the 

t h thcommunity here. 6  & 7  July '18 were the 
Recollection Days. SAMS went through a meaningful

Word & Worship recollection, animated by Fr. Paul CR 
csc and Fr. Arbok csc, on the theme: Lord, open my 
eyes. Everything in the compound vibrated with 
ALLELUIAs. We joyfully celebrated the Birth-Day of 
F r.  I s w a r  c s c 
{Administrator: 

th
SAMS} on 8  & 

th9  June '18. On 
th

12  June '18, the 
Formative-Year 
2018-19 had its 
formal beginning 
at SAMS. The Holy Eucharist was presided over by   
Rt. Rev. Lumen Monteiro csc {Bishop: Diocese of 
Agartala}. Understandably, the day ended with a well-
prepared short and sweet cultural program. 
  

As of now, SAMS accommodates 60 candidates, doing 
college and higher secondary studies.  We believe that 
your visits and your stay with us here will immensely 
inspire and add to our commitment and quality-life.

GALORE OF BLESSINGS UPON SAMS

15-17, June 2018: A Joint Conference-cum-Retreat 
was organized by the Catholic Women's Associations of 
both Champhai and Khawzawl Parishes. In all, 70 
women participated and benefitted from the same. 
Catholic Leaders from from Aizawl  Diocese animated 
the days fruitfully.

Personnel Addition: The mission extends a warm 
welcome to Scholastic Ishongkun Kurbah {Regent}. 
It is indeed an added joy to the community at 
Champhai. Bro. Nelson D'souza csc and Pradeep  Bara 
csc have added also joy to the brothers community as 
well. Welcome to them.

st
Sunday - 1  July 2018: The  Silver Jubilee  bells 
chimed announcing the  opening ceremony of the 
Religious Professions of Bro. Anthony Para csc & Fr. 
John PKC csc in the family of Holy Cross. Wishes and 
greetings were poured on them, while the faithful, 
youth and children danced to the beatings  of the drum 
and the strumming of the guitars.ir ministry back in 
their respective Mission Centres.  

Chibai from Champhai

- Preet Anupam, House Beadle - Sch. Ishongkun csc, Regent
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Mariasango seminar at St. John's Church, 
Murabari: Two days' Mariasango seminar for the 

th thwomen folk of the parish was conducted on 26  & 27  
May '18, at Murabari. On the first day, the Seminar 
began with the inaugural ceremony, by lighting a 
Traditional-Lamp. Fr. Binoy John csc {PP}, Sr. Renu 
csc {Animator: Mariasango}, local Mondoli president 
and local Mariasango president lit the lamp. To enhance 
the family life of the participants, Sr. Renu csc gave a 
talk on the Holy Family, stressing the importance of 
Family prayer & faith formation of the children.           
She focused on the health issues, pertaining to women 
and children. On the following day, the faithful 
participated in the Sunday Eucharistic Celebration 
presided over by Fr. Michael V csc {Asst. PP}. Then 
began the animation work by Sr. Mary David FS 
{Secretary: Women Commission, Agt. Diocese}. In her 
talk, she helped the women to become aware of many 
social issues and too explained the importance of 
responsible-parenthood. Most of them approached the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. There were 52 women 
from different sub-centres of the parish. The seminar 
ended at 3.30 pm with a photo session.

Marian Procession: The month of May is the Month 
of Mary. As we know, in general, the faithful have an 
immense devotion to Mother Mary as they find easy to 
approach God with her. It was very much encouraging 
to see in the homes of our parish, the Holy Rosary being 
prayed daily. In St. Andre Parish, the Rosary is 
conducted in almost all the homes in the month of May. 
Most of the faithful were very faithful to pray the 
Rosary regularly in their homes {in small groups}. On 

st
31  May, a Marian Procession was organized in all the 
Mothas / Mondolis by the faithful. Wherever the priest 
could go, the community had Holy Eucharist after the 
procession. Most of the faithful took part in the 
occasion with reverence and lit candles. They got 
enlightened themselves in their faith in God and 
devotion to Mother Mary.

Investiture ceremony cum Freshers' Day: St. 
Andre H. Sec. School had its Investiture Ceremony 

rd
cum Freshers' Day on 23  July '18. Rev. Simon 
F e r n a n d e s  c s c 
{ P r o v i n c i a l 
Superior: Fathers of 
Holy Cross, NE} 
was the Chief Guest 
of the day, and Rev. 
Kanikkai csc was the Guest of Honour. The Class-XI 
freshers were cordially welcomed by Fr. Michael V. csc 
{Principal}. In the cultural program that followed, the 
SPLs and all the Committee Leaders took oath. 

Reminiscences from St. Andre Parish - Bodhjungnagar
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Feast of St. Thomas: The faithful at Yacharai {one 
of our sub-stations} highly honoured the Patron of 
their village St. Thomas {the Apostle}, on his Feast 

rd
Day {3  July}. Rev. Binoy John csc {PP} presided 
over the Festive Eucharist, urging the congregation to 
be rooted in their faith and faith-practices.   

Youth Adoration - A Day with the Lord: Youths 
from different sub-centres of St. Andre Parish gathered 

th
at the Mission Centre on 11  July '18 to be with the 
Eucharistic Lord in prayer and worship.  Rev. Binoy 
John CSC {Parish Priest}, along with Mr. Anando 
{Catechist} led the youth into the realm of prayers, 
Praise and worship, confession and the Holy Eucharist. 

It began at 9 a.m. and ended around 4:30 p.m. 40 youths 
participated and gained spiritual energy through prayer 
and sacraments. The youth were indeed happy, and 
acknowledged the marvelous things God has done in 
their lives. 
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In 1981, a person named Mohan 
Jamatia contacted Fr. Thomas T 
csc and invited him to his village 
M o h a r p a r a .  F r .  T h o m a s 
frequented his village, and the 
people were happy to receive 
Catholic Missionaries. Both Fr. 
Thomas T csc and Fr. Peter P csc 
began s taying in  a  smal l 

thbamboo-house from 8  Feb. 
1982. The immediate concern of the Fathers was to 
establish a sizable Catholic community at the Centre. 

thSome eagerly came forward to accept the faith. On 10  
May 1982, the first group of believers was baptized by 
Most Rev. Denzil D'Souza {then Bishop: Silchar 
Diocese}. The entire ceremony took place in front of the 
courtyard of the presbytery {a Bamboo-Structure}. On 

th rd
16  Feb. 1985, Moharpara officially became Tripura's 3  

stParish {and 1  in the Kokborok speaking area for Tripuri 
community}. Fr. Thomas T csc was installed the first 
parish priest and Fr. Peter P csc appointed as Assistant to 
the Parish Priest & the Principal of the school that was 
already existing. He says: It was not easy to establish a 
new centre at Moharpara and Champaknagar. A sense of 
good humour and a broad smile is all that needed to be 
accepted by the people. Constant visits to the families 
{both Catholics and non-Catholics}, simplicity of life & 
readiness to adopt ourselves to their culture, will go a 
long way to establish a good rapport with all sections of 
the society. 

One of his praise-worthy contributions to the Literature 
of Kokborok was the Loge Song Hymn Book. The 
worshiping community at Moharpara wanted to have the 
liturgical services in their local language: Kokborok.       
It then became the need of the hour for our Missionaries 
to come up with a Kokborok Liturgical book, containing 
Prayers & hymns & prayers, for the benefit of the faithful 
in the Liturgical Worship. In 1984, the first edition of 
Loge Song was prepared by Fr. Thomas T csc with the 
help of Mr. Jugal Kishor Jamatia, Dananjoy Debbarma, 
Francis T. Uchoi, Sabdham Kumar Jamatia and Raj 
Kumar Jamatia.

Yet another great service of Fr. Thomas T csc in the 
pastoral field was: setting up of the Pastoral Center at 
Champaknagar. After much discussion & discernment 
with Holy Cross Fathers, Bp. Denzil D'Souza consented 
to have a Pastoral Centre. Since it was an urgent need and 
Champaknagar was not yet ready, the program of training 

ththe catechists began at Kumarghat on 15  Sept. 1988, and 
Fr. Thomas T csc was its first Director. Later when the 
building was ready, the Catechists' Training Program was 

shifted to Champaknagar in 1992. Holy Cross Fathers 
animated the training program until May 2001.

In short, Fr. Thomas T csc has served the Church, the 
Congregation of Holy Cross and the People of God in 
many capacities. He is always cheerful with his humour & 
wit at the service of the People of God. He says: I look at 
difficulties and problems as part of life and ministry. First 
and foremost, I gain the trust of the people, and once we 
have the people with us, the life 
and minis try  wi l l  be  most 
enriching. Indeed, Fr. Thomas T 
csc is a Dynamic and Pioneering 
Missionary and a Joyful Bearer of 
Good News in the land of Tripura.    

- Rev. Mariaraj csc

- Continued on Page 5

KNOW YOUR CONGREGATIONKNOW YOUR CONFRERE

- Rev. Thomas Thengumpally csc … 1939 - 

The Sisters of Holy Cross, headquartered in Montreal, 
Quebec, Canada is a Congregation of Religious 
Sisters, which traces its origins to the Foundation of 
the Congregation of Holy Cross in 1837 in Le Mans, 
France, by the Bld. Basil Anthony-Marie Moreau.        
It is well known to all the Religious of Holy Cross         
that  two other Congregations of Sisters also have the 
same origins: The Marianites of Holy Cross {Le 
Mans-France} and the Sisters of the Holy Cross 
{Indiana-USA}. 

The Sisters of Holy Cross suffix themselves with 
CSC. The Animatrice General of the Congregation of 
the Sisters of Holy Cross is Sr. Raymonde 
Maisonneuve csc {Congregational Animator}. Their 
Constitution got its final approved from Vatican on 

th th15  March 1910. In 2017, they celebrated the 175  
Anniversary of the founding of the three feminine 
branches of the Congregation of Holy Cross. They 
believe and affirm that our Founder Bld. Basil Moreau 
has entrusted them with the Mission: “Liberation 
through Education.” They work among the 
undeserved in the society, exclusively for the welfare 
of the children, youth and women. 

They work in North America {Canada, Haiti & United 
States}, South America {Chile & Peru}, and Africa 
{Mali}. In and through their ministry, they further 
enhance what our Founder Bld. Basil Moreau 
envisioned for our Congregation: Holy Cross will 
grow like a mighty tree and constantly shoot forth new 
limbs and new branches which will be nourished by 
the same sap and endowed with the same life.

We can find them more closely if we log on to: 
www.sistersofholycross.org

SISTERS OF HOLY CROSS 
Contribution to Moharpara Mission:
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